Chris Heaton-Harris MP – Parliamentary Work 
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September 2020
Please find below my report for our Annual General meeting on Friday 25th September, which details some of the work I have been doing since we met last. 
GENERAL ELECTION
Although we have, of course, discussed the election I want you to once again cast your mind back to December last year. 

I was bullish before election night, as I always am, but I have to say that even I was taken aback by the brilliant result.
I knew we had a positive and clear message for Britain, Brexit and beyond, but I’m so pleased this resonated successfully with the electorate. As a party we’ve learnt to err on the side of caution since 2017’s disappointing election night, however, the Prime Minister’s campaign this time round could not have looked more different. 
Most importantly, I think many in politics over the last few years, and certainly the opposition, have lost touch with public opinion. I’m proud that the Conservative Party were on the right side of the Brexit argument; I think the history books will certainly look kindly on us.
Talking of the country, it is obviously worth noting the huge chunks we took out of Labour’s heartlands, the red wall has truly crumbled. I recognise that these votes are on loan as does the Prime Minister. We don’t take them for granted and we will repay the faith these voters have put in us. I am proud to now be playing a part in levelling up the country in my ministerial role, which you can read more about below. A majority of 80 certainly gives this Conservative Government the mandate to push forward its agenda over the next 5 years and I look forward to seeing what we can achieve.

Looking locally, I couldn’t be more pleased. We increased my majority by over 4,000, my vote share by nearly 1% and with a higher turnout than 2017. Call me strange but canvassing has always been something I love, it is politics at its purist. However, I know it’s not for everyone (particularly in Winter) but I was blown away by the support I received from so many selfless volunteers, many of whom are attending the AGM tonight, so thank you. It doesn’t happen without your hard work.
PUTTING THE WHEELS IN MOTION
I’ve enjoyed getting stuck into my brief in the Department for Transport for the past year. As Minister of State for Transport I have responsibility for:
· Rail

· East West Rail

· Cycling and Walking

· Crossrail and Crossrail 2

· Accessibility

· Corporate

It’s a busy time for cycling and walking. As ‘lockdown’ eased and many of us continued to avoid public transportation it has proved high on the agenda. When we also take into account the irrefutable link between obesity and the mortality of coronavirus sufferers cycling and walking needs to step it up a gear.

The Prime Minister, an avid supporter of cycling, has been clear on this and that’s why I’m delighted to be leading the pack with a new £2 billion funding package which will be spent on improving walking and cycling infrastructure, issuing Government-funded bike repair vouchers, improving street safety and expanding access to e-bikes. The plan also includes a pilot scheme which will allow GPs to prescribe bicycles to patients, in order to improve their physical and mental health. 
The benefits of active travel cannot be understated, and as we continue to protect our NHS following the coronavirus crisis, it’s important to do all we can to keep ourselves fit and healthy where possible.
LENDING A HAND IN LOCKDOWN
Working from home is something that many of us had to get used to during lockdown and myself and my team were no different in the challenges it brought with it. 
I’m sure you’re not surprised to read that I was inundated with requests for help, assistance and guidance from constituents and businesses alike. My office is eventful at the best of times however our caseload quickly doubled, and some days trebled in size at the height of ‘lockdown’. 
It was always going to be the case that the most vulnerable in our community would be hardest hit. First and foremost I set about recruiting as many volunteers as possible to aid the effort. As per usual, the good people of Northamptonshire did not disappoint. This pandemic has shown the massive heart of this country and none more so than ‘Daventry’. I’m sure you knew someone or perhaps you were one of those people that gave up your time to help with the effort. For all those acts of kindness I say thank you.
In terms of my office I’m proud to say that we helped over 2,000 Daventry constituents with the numerous problems associated with the pandemic from constituents stuck abroad to PPE and just about everything in between. 
It’s certainly been a very busy 6 months and we stand ready to continue to assist in any way we can in what looks like a challenging winter ahead and all that it brings.
GOVERNMENT ACTION
Times like this call for Government intervention, and I make no apologies for the steps that have been taken to protect jobs, livelihoods and businesses. ‘Daventry’ has certainly been a beneficiary of the unprecedented Government support.

In the constituency of ‘Daventry’ alone:

· Nearly 15,000 jobs have been protected with the furlough scheme
· Over £13 million has been used to support self-employed people
· £50 million of Bounce Back Loans have been issued for small companies
· Over £18 million of small business grants have been paid out
· 56,000 discounted meals have been eaten
‘NEW’ NORMAL
I’m looking forward to things returning to relative normality. Personally, I’ve tried to make steps already: my team are now back in a rather quiet Westminster and I have been, once again, meeting constituents in person (socially distanced of course). 

Having said this, the Coronavirus pandemic has thrown much up in the air. Take something I’m sure we all have our eyes on, the upcoming local elections for a new unitary authority.

On 13 March the Prime Minister announced that all the scheduled elections on 7 May 2020 would be postponed by 12 months. Whilst of course frustrating given the momentum we had off the back of last year’s brilliant result, I know that with your help we can come out fighting and pound the streets, once again.
We all know that good national politics is propped up by strong local representatives and I ask in advance for your help to try and make all the difference next year.
Yours,
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CHRIS HEATON-HARRIS MP

MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT FOR DAVENTRY

House of Commons

LONDON, SW1A 0AA

E: chris.heatonharris.mp@parliament.uk
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touch with his constituents.

‘As a local resident myself 1 am committed to secing this county move forwards and improve, but ike
many other residents have been frusirated by with some local issues cavsed by living in 2 rural
environment. Like you, I feel the pressures of development, traffc, slow internet speeds and mobile
‘phone “blackspots”. Although we arc making huge siides to alleviate these problems I accept that more.
can be done, and I will confinue to work hard on these areas.

In line with this, I will hosting a series of coffec mornings across the constituency in order to listen to
Your views and concerns, and hopefully help ensure they are reflected in the work I do in Parliament as
Your MP. Details of these coffee mornings will be posted on my website and social media in due course.
Treally hope to sce as many of you there as possible. Please do stop by for a hot drink and a chat f there.
is anything you want fo talk to me about

If you can't make i, or have an issue you want fo raise with me privately, as ever please do not hesitate
to get in touch with me using one of the methods above and I wil happily get back to you.

So, please take 2 minute to complete the enclosed survey and return it FREEPOST to me. To keep costs
down T have only sent one letter to each home, but if there are other members of your household who
would like to take part they can either photocopy it or request  copy directly.

Tknow lots of people use social media, and you can follow me on mine for various updates
n facebook comichhcalling W) twitter.comchhcalling instagram com/chhcalling

Finally, if you want to hear more about my work in Westminster and the constifuency, then (if you
haven' already) just sign up to my free monthly "Westminster Report by ficking the box overleaf. T
promise I won't bombard you with emails!

Yours faithfully,
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